
 
 
March 8, 2016 
  
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE REPORT # 01 
  
Today at Noon the 2016 Legislative Session opened with the first floor session.  As previously reported to you, 
this will be a very short session of approximately ten weeks and I believe no more than 55 legislative work 
days, as the Legislature must adjourn by May 23rd according to the Constitution.  This is the bonding year 
which is expected to take a good deal of time.  Projections on what to expect in the bonding bill are really all 
over the page and shows the political differences between the two major parties, Republicans promising a very 
limited bonding authority which must be tied to use of at least some of the budget surplus.  The DFL and 
Governor Dayton paint a very different scenario seeking a bonding bill of well over $ 1 billion.   
  
On opening day we saw 416 bills being introduced in the House and another 185 in the Senate, and we can 
expect large numbers like this again on Thursday this week and over the next few weeks.  I have spent the last 
three days reading through the newly introduced bills, and have identified about thirty bills that we'll initially 
track which have been referred to the Senate Judiciary or the House Public Safety Committee.  Here is an 
abbreviated summary of most of these bills: 
  
HF  2383 (Mullery)  Restricts rights of certain peace officers to access video evidence that results in the 
officer's discharge of a firearm.  This was referred to the Committee on Civil Law and Data Practices. 
  
HF 2399 (Ward and Norton) Appropriates money to establish a Gun Court in Hennepin County.  This was 
referred to Public Safety and Crime Prevention. 
  
HF 2415 (Norton, Hausman and Selcer)  Mandates firearm training prior to possession of a firearm. 
  
HF 2417 (Norton, Hausman and Selcer)  Establishes a grant program to local L.E. to purchase firearms from 
the public.  This also is in Public Safety. 
  
HF 2506 (O'Neil, Hilstrom, Baker, and Barrett)  Appropriates $ for specialty Courts. 
  
HF 2536 (Yoakim, Leiffler, Yarusso and Selcer)  Appropriates funds to enhance missing persons notification 
and response systems. 
  
HF 2552 and HF 2553 (O'Neil and Hilstrom)  deals with Orders for Protections and eliminates respondent filing 
fee requirements. 
  
  
HF 2559 (Mullery)  Grants for training peace officers in large Cities de-escalation skills. 
  
HF 2580 ( Kahn, Sheldon Johnson)  prohibits persons on a terrorist watch list from possessing firearms. 
  
HF 2636 (Mullery) Allows inmates to make toll-free calls to immediate family members. 
SF 2357 (Cohen) is the Senate Companion bill. 
  
HF 2638 (Zerwas)  Authorizes death penalty for murder of a peace officer, and authorizes Board of Pardon to 
hear petitions for commutation of the death sentence. 
SF 2297 (Brown and Anderson)  is the companion bill in the Senate. 
  



HF 2652 (Cornish and Hilstrom) Clarifies 4th Degree assault against a peace officer. 
SF 2227 (Latz and Hall) is the Senate Companion bill. 
  
HF 2690 (Kelly, Cornish, Brian Johnson, and others)  Requires ignition interlock for all repeat offenders in 
order to reinstate driving privileges. 
  
HF  2706 (has 35 authors) 
SF 2324 (Hayden, Eaton)  Modifies reimbursement rates for intermediate care facilities and community-based 
service providers.  Referred to Committee on Aging and Long Term Care. 
  
HF 2731 (Davnie, Mullery, Freiberg and Persell)  Appropriates money for school-linked Mental Health 
Services.  Reffered to Health and Human Services Finance. 
  
HF 2741 (Lesch)  creates Civil action  for nonconsensual dissemination of private sexual imaging or sexual 
retaliation. 
  
HF 2751 (Hansen, Rosenthal and Considine)  Modifies D/L's & ID's for compliance with federal REAL  ID Act.  
Referred to Civil Law and Data Practices 
  
HF 2756 (Norton)  Provides peace officer training in responding to a mental health crisis. 
  
SF 2269 (Cohen, Dziedzic)  Mandates firearm training prior to having permanent possession of a firearm.  Also 
extends waiting period to obtain a permit to purchase a firearm.  
  
SF 2307 ( Saxhaug)  Appropriates money for mental health services for Veterans. 
  
SF 2346 (Franzen, Kent Eaton, Others)  Appropriates additional money for Youth Intervention Grants. 
  
SF 2355 (Torres, Ray, Champion)  Appropriates money for job skills training for released inmates. 
  
I intend to report any committee action on these bills to you through future updates.  There is a lot of work and 
issues to be addressed and little time to accomplish any of this without some form of consensus.  So far, 
neither party leadership has shown much interest in collaboration.  I will continue to review all new bill 
introductions and report Committee actions as appropriate.  Expect another report in two weeks.   
 
Please feel free to contact me with your questions or comments.  Thanks! 
  
  
Calvin Saari 
Legislative Liaison 
Minnesota Corrections Association  
sisuwithsaari@aol.com 


