
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – May 30, 2013 
 
I'm sure you all know now that the Minnesota Legislature adjourned its regular 2013 Session close to 
midnight on May 20th as required by statute.  The Session was a "mixed blend" according to most, 
and we were no exception.  We had high expectations this year and had bills introduced on several of 
our high priority items early in the Session and observed most of them sailing through Committee 
hearings.  We saw a good bipartisan response to many of our policy provisions.  Unfortunately but not 
totally unexpected, some of these bills became fodder for political partisanship and many 
amendments were introduced having varying impact on the initial intent of the legislation. 
 
Nevertheless, it was a very successful year from our perspective.  "Ban the Box," SF 523, received 
the most publicity as it was endorsed and backed by almost all of our organizations.  It was passed 
on strong votes in both the House and the Senate and was signed by Governor Dayton.   
 
Rep. Carly Melin authored our juvenile records bill, HF 392, and after a number of positive Committee 
votes, it later ran into some amendments with a slightly different focus, but the bill was eventually 
passed by both Chambers and passed into law although the language of the bill is significantly 
different than the original proposal.  We'll clarify that language for you in an upcoming report.  We 
owe a debt of gratitude to Rep. Melin for her persistence and political "moxy" in seeing this bill 
through.   
 
Our Stay of Adjudication proposal, HF 807/SF 1441, did not survive the political maneuvering 
however and never got onto the floor for a final vote.  A late Republican amendment to exclude sex 
offenders from this language became a major issue.  The Republicans vowed to use this issue in the 
next election by calling the DFL soft on crime if the amendment did not prevail, and the DFL 
leadership was not in the mood to tackle the matter at this time because of the well-publicized issues 
over sex offender programming.  We were still hopeful up to the last couple of hours of the Session 
that this might get to the floor for a vote, but it did not; it is however, still in the mix and be assured 
we're going to work closely with our legislator supporters to revive this discussion early in the 2014 
Session.   
 
On another positive note, the increases in the CCA and CPO subsidies did survive through a 
Conference Committee and the net result was a CCA increase of $2.05 million over the biennium ( a 
2.8% increase), and the CPO subsidy increase of $ 400,000 for the biennium ( a 4% increase).   
These increases certainly are not significant considering the declining subsidy in recent years, but a 
step in the right direction.   
 
There was also increased funding provided to the DPS Office of Justice Programs (OJP), and an 
additional $ 2 million for Youth Intervention Program Grants and $ 100,000 in a Juvenile Detention 
Alternative Initiative. 
 
I delayed sending out this report awaiting a summary report expected from the Legislative Committee 
Administrative staff but those summaries are now not expected until later this next month.  I'm going 
to continue our review of the Session results and plan further consultation with some of the 
Legislative Committee Chairs in order to chart our priorities for the 2014 Session.  Please contact me 
if you have questions or would like further information on any legislative activity.  I'll continue to have 
more information to you in upcoming reports.  
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