MCA Legislative Update #  3 - March 4, 2013
I wanted to follow up on last Wednesday's legislative report to you since there were a lot of significant actions that took place in the few days following.  First, the February Economic Forecast was released as expected on February 28th, the surprise was that the anticipated deficit of $ 1.1 billion, came in at $627 million, 40% less than expected.  This was very good news for everyone and each party is taking their own slant on the reasons for the improved condition as well as what future action should be taken.  Within the majority DFL, there are those already advocating increasing spending; others, taking a more conservative look at increasing taxes. Governor Dayton announced the need to revise his budget and intends to announce a revised budget for 2014-15 on March 11th.  Some Republicans on the other hand, are suggesting this proves that no increased taxes of any kind are needed, and with that, the economy will continue to improve.  What everyone fails to mention, however, is the impact of the Federal government sequestration that will play into fiscal shortfalls in Minnesota and every other state.  Bottom line obviously, is that finalizing the 2014-15 budget is still the top priority.

There was some good news to report as a result of legislative committee work also on Thursday February 28th.  The Senate Judiciary Committee heard and passed SF 286, the Juvenile records bill.  Mark Haase and Andrea Emory testified at that hearing on behalf of MCA and did a very nice job of presenting our position.  Remember, the House version of this same bill, HF 392, was passed by the House Early Childhood Committee last week.  That bill now needs to be heard by the House Judiciary Committee and we are hoping that will happen soon.

At that same Senate Judiciary Committee session, SF 523, the "Ban the Box" bill was also heard and received overwhelming support.  Some amendments were recommended to strengthen the bill, which are now being worked on so it can be returned to that Committee quickly.  Nice work from the Second Chance Coalition and Mark Haase and others who were able to get Senators to move this bill forward.  The House companion to this bill, HF 690, is now scheduled to be heard Thursday this week, March 7th at the 8:15 AM House Committee on Labor, Workplace and Regulated Industries, chaired by Rep. Sheldon Johnson

While some our members were testifying in the Senate last Thursday, I was at the House Tax Committee testifying on HF 885, an Alcohol Tax bill introduced by Rep. Karen Clark.  This bill would generate an additional $194,500 in 2014 if passed.  The Tax Committee did not take  a vote at that hearing but we hope will come into the mix somewhere in the next few weeks.

Another bill scheduled for hearing this week on Tuesday is SF 490, authored by Senator Sheran, known as the Minnesota Commitment and Treatment Act of Sexually Dangerous Persons and Sexual Psychopathic Personalities.

Action is fast and furious this time of the year as the Legislature has a self-imposed rule deadline of March 15th, for bills to have been acted upon in a Committee, and a 2nd deadline of March 23rd for bills passed as companion bills, in order to be considered for further action this Session.  A third deadline of April 19th was set for consideration of appropriations or finance bills.  With this in mind, bills are added and or removed from Committee agendas daily and this makes tracking a very tedious task.

As of this date, there have now been 1237 bills introduced in the House and 1092 bills in the Senate.  I'll provide another tracker report following net week but here are few new introductions that may interest you:
SF 932 (Koenen, Goodwin, Limmer and Pederson) / HF 1048 (Rep. Sheldon Johnson and others) is  a 
Probation Supervision subsidy appropriation.  It provides for $ 2,311,000 in each year 2014-15 to be added to the Community Corrections Act Subsidy, as well as $254,000 each year for CPO county PO reimbursement.

The language in both bills is compatible so let’s hope these get an early hearing.

SF 865 (Rosen, Sheran and Cohen) establishes a five-member Parole Board.  It has been referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee.

HF 1096 (Rosenthal) would reinstate an expired program authorizing release from prison of certain non-violent controlled substance offenders.

HF 1217 (Mullery, Cornish and Hilstrom) establishes a life sentence with release when certain juveniles commit a heinous crime.

HF 1218 (Lesch and others) modifies registration of a juvenile as a predatory offender; modifies access to juvenile records, and modifies hearing provisions of Juvenile Court proceedings.  I'm studying this now, but it has been referred to the Early Childhood and Youth Development Committee.

The Probation Officer Subsidy bill HF 1048, has been placed first on the agenda for March 5th at 10 a.m.  House Public Safety Finance Committee.  That's good news too!

Look for further updates around the middle of this month, but feel free to contact me any time with your questions.  Thanks for your continued support!
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